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SUBJECT: U.S. - ERENCH BILATERAL R & D COOPERATION: 

BUILDING TECHNOLOGY 

1 . DEPUTY DIRECTOR OE NBS'S INSTITUTE FOR APPLIED TECH- 
NOLOGY, JAMES WRIGHT, MET WITH THE NEW DIRECTOR OE THE 
FRENCH CENTER FOR BUILDING SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY (CSTB) 
DR. ROSSI FOR CORDIAL AND FRUITFUL DISCUSSIONS ON CURR- 
ENT AND PROJECTED JOINT PROGRAMS ON APRIL 24, 1975. 

2. DR. WRIGHT PRESENTED A SUMMARY OE THE NBS ORGANIZA- 
TION, ITS MAJOR PROGRAM AREAS INCLUDING ACTIVITIES RE- 
LATED TO BUILDING TECHNOLOGY. DR. ROSSI EXPRESSED 
CONSIDERABLE INTEREST IN THESE ACTIVITIES AS WELL AS IN 
THE CONSUMER PRODUCTS PROGRAMS AND REQUESTED COPIES OF 
ALL THE VARIOUS NBS REPORTS MENTIONED BY DR. WRIGHT. 

3. BOTH MESSRS. WRIGHT AND ROSSI SAID THAT THEY SHARED 
A STRONG INTEREST IN INITIATING COMPLETE ENERGY CYCLE 
STUDIES, EOR EXAMPLE, DETERMINING THE ENERGY COST OF A 
DWELLING BEGINNING WITH CALCULATIONS OF THE AMOUNT OE 
ENERGY REQUIRED TO ACQUIRE AND PROCESS THE BASIC 
BUILDING MATERIALS SUCH AS CEMENT AND WOOD. DR. WRIGHT' 

S TRIP REPORT WILL COVER THE DETAILS OF THE DISCUSSIONS: 

THE MAJOR HIGHLIGHTS EOLLOW: 
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THE COOPERATIVE PROGRAM IN BUILDING TECHNOLOGY WHICH 
WAS INITIATED IN 1969. THE STATUS OF THIRTEEN SPECIFIC 
CURRENTLY ACTIVE PROJECTS WAS DISCUSSED. CSTB PROPOSED 
FIVE NEW PROJECTS AND DR. WRIGHT ADDED THREE MORE, ALL 
OF WHICH WERE ACCEPTED. 

B. IN ADDITION TO BUILDING TECHNOLOGY, DR. ROSSI EX- 
PRESSED STRONG INTEREST IN FIRE TECHNOLOGY, CONSUMER 
PRODUCT SAFETY, CONSUMER PRODUCT PERFORMANCE, AND 
ENERGY CONSERVATION. U.S. PERFORMANCE LABELLING OF 
BUILDING APPLIANCES, SUCH AS WINDOW AIRCONDITIONERS, 
CENTRAL HEATING, COOLING SYSTEMS, AND CONSUMER PRODUCTS 
WAS DISCUSSED BY DR. ROSSI. 

C. THROUGHOUT THE DISCUSSIONS OF EVALUATION AND RATING 
PROGRAMS WITH RESPECT TO ENERGY CONSERVATION, DR. ROSSI 
GAVE PARTICULAR ATTENTION TO RELATED PROPOSED AND EXIST- 
ING U.S. LEGISLATION; HE ASKED FOR COPIES OF RELEVANT 
BILLS AND ACTS. 

D. DR. ROSSI QUESTIONED DR. WRIGHT CLOSELY ON THE 
RELATIVE MERITS OF VOLUNTARY AND MANDATORY REQUIREMENTS 
IN THE AREAS OF FIRE SAFETY STANDARDS, CONSUMER PRODUCT 
PERFORMANCE, AND BUILDING PERFORMANCE. 

4. THE MAY- JUNE VISIT OF NBS DIRECTOR DR. ROBERTS WAS 
DISCUSSED AND THE DATE OF 3 JUNE 1975 WAS SELECTED FOR 
DR. ROSSI TO RECEIVE AND ACCOMPANY (A PRACTICE RESERVED 
FOR VERY DISTINGUISHED VISITORS) DR. ROBERTS ON A TOUR 
OF CSTB FACILITIES. DR. ROSSI ALSO EXPRESSED A DESIRE 

TO INVITE DR. AND MRS. ROBERTS TO A DINNER ON A MUTUALLY 
ACCEPTABLE DATE (WHICH WILL BE COORDINATED BY SCIATT 
AND BE SUBJECT OF SEPTEL). 

5. IN ADDITION TO BEING DIRECTOR OF THE CSTB, DR. ROSSI 

IS ALSO THE TECHNICAL ADVISOR TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE 
FOR HOUSING WHO REPORTS DIRECTLY TO THE MINISTER FOR 
EQUIPMENT. 
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